
Wife:  Angie

Children:  Graves, McNeil, and Stone

Occupation:  Urologist

I grew up in Senatobia where my family and I were members of First Baptist 

Church of Senatobia. I gave my life to Christ at the age of 10. I was blessed to 

have both parents and grandparents who demonstrated a love for the Lord to 

our family. I was very involved in our youth group. This had a huge impact on 

my life and one of the greatest influences in my Christian walk was my youth 

minister, Clay Moore. We took trips every summer to Christian camps like 

Ridgecrest, North Carolina, and Glorietta, New Mexico. One of our most mem-

orable trips was when we renovated a homeless shelter in Detroit, Michigan. 

Through these summer trips, I learned what it means to have a close relation-

ship with Jesus and to serve others.

I graduated from Ole Miss and felt a calling to go into medicine. I met my 

wonderful wife, Angie, the year before I started medical school here in Jackson. 

Angie grew up in this church and has a long family history of members in this 

church. Her grandmother, Golda Stubblefield, was a member for over 70 years. 

Angie and I were married in this church and later attended Ron and Karen 

Mumbower’s young newlywed Sunday school class, which provided a great 

foundation for our marriage. We now have three boys who are involved in the 

youth and children’s’ ministries and we are so excited with what God is doing in 

their lives through this church.

We love this church and are very excited to serve in a more intimate way. We 

pray that we will serve God and honor Him in all that we do. I am honored to 

have the privilege of serving as a Deacon at First Baptist Jackson, and I pray 

that God will lead me through this position and that I honor Him in all that I do.

Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, 
and not pursuing dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with 
a clear conscience. They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, 
let them serve as Deacons. In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, 
not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. 1 Timothy 3:8–11 (NIV)

NEWLY ELECTED DEACONS
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Wife:  Tressie

Children:  Graham (3)

Occupation:  Assistant Athletic Director for Athletic Communications 

 (Mississippi College)

I was born in Monroe, Louisiana, and was raised right outside of Memphis, in 

Collierville. I have been in church since I can remember, spending Sundays and 

Wednesdays going to Sunday School, Royal Ambassadors and “Big Church”. 

My parents (Dennis and Laura) and grandparents were integral parts in bring-

ing me to faith, and I made the decision to invite Jesus into my heart when I 

was eight years old and was baptized at First Baptist Church in Memphis.

After going to Briarcrest Christian School in Memphis, I made the decision to 

further my education at Mississippi College in Clinton. I spent four years at 

the private Christian university and received my Bachelor of Sciences degree 

in Business Administration in 2006. I then pursued and achieved a Masters of 

Business Administration in 2008. During my time at MC, I sporadically attended 

First Baptist Jackson, but I became a much more regular attendee as a senior, 

thanks to the efforts of Steven Smith. He has always been such a welcoming 

presence as the College Minister at FBJ, and he is a major reason that I chose 

this wonderful church as my home.

Following my time as a student at MC, I became a graduate assistant in the 

athletic department in the sports information office. After four years of assis-

tantship, I became the Sports Information Director in 2010 and eventually was 

named the Assistant Athletic Director for Athletic Communications in 2014, a 

position that I still hold today.

I met my beautiful wife, Tressie, back in 2008 at her parents’ house as part of a 

First Baptist Jackson college ministry event. I remember helping take the trash 

out that night, and when her mom asked her who I was, her response, “I don’t 

know, he’s just some older guy.” That said, this older guy ended up convincing 

her to go out with me, our first date being at Carols by Candlelight, and we 

eventually got married on December 18, 2010. We were blessed to have our son, 

Graham, on September 21, 2017, and our lives have not been the same since. 

He’s full of energy and loves coming to church to learn about Jesus.

Tressie and I are members of the Fiser/Steele Sunday School class, and we are 

so appreciative of the relationships that have been created through that group. 

I am truly humbled and honored to have the honor of serving as a Deacon at 

First Baptist Jackson, and I look forward to serving the Lord through serving 

this church.

DAVID NICHOLS



Wife:  Dyanne

Children:  Gage (27), Corrie (25), Jake (23)

Occupation:  Banker, BankFirst Financial Services

I was raised in Greenwood, by two God-fearing parents who always put God 

first, family second, and worked to make our community and church better. 

Mom and Dad taught me at an early age the importance of attending church, 

reading the Bible, and being involved in activities for the church and commu-

nity. I can remember getting up at the crack of dawn during revival week and 

warming up donuts for the 6:30 am men’s service. I was nine-years-old when I 

accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and was baptized at North Green-

wood Baptist Church. I also met the love of my life, Dyanne, at North Green-

wood Baptist where she caught my eye singing in the youth choir and we have 

been inseparable ever since. Dyanne and I married in the church in 1986 and 

moved to Jackson, with both of us starting our careers in the banking industry. 

I became involved with First Baptist Jackson as an Upward Basketball coach 

for my oldest son’s team and our family soon joined the church in December of 

2004. I currently serve on the Board of Mission First and committee chair for 

the Mission First golf tournament. I have continued to coach Upward Basketball 

long after my children left the program. I love to watch children improve their 

basketball skill and love of the game and at the same time grow in their faith. 

Dyanne and I are members of the Connections class where we are led by our 

teacher and friend Chris Maddox. Our class has provided us with building great 

relationships, and we continue to grow in our relationship with our Lord and 

Savior. I also want to thank long time First Baptist member Doug Rule and his 

continued encouragement and prayers to help me grow in my faith. I’m hon-

ored and privileged to serve as a deacon and look forward to continuing my 

growth in faith.

I’m blessed with three children and one daughter-in-law: Gage and Logan, and 

Corrie who live in Memphis and Jake who lives in Jackson. 

Wife:  Laura

Children:  Mollie (11), CeCe (9), Emery (6)

Occupation:  Southern Pine Sawmill 

I was born and raised in Dallas. I grew up in a Christian household attending 

church each week and surrendering my life to Christ when I was nine years old. 

After high school I attended Southern Methodist University where I met my 

wife, Laura VanDevender. We attended Park Cities Baptist Church and I made 

the public proclamation of my faith being baptized in 2006. 

We moved to Jackson in 2010 and I began working in the Sawmill business. 

God has blessed us with three beautiful children. First Baptist Jackson has fed 

our children the gospel and nurtured their faith. It has also done the same for 

Laura and me. I look forward to being of service to the Church and humbled by 

the nomination.

JOHNNY RAY

TOMMY STANSELL



Wife:  Nicole

Children:  Jonathan (19), Cameron (16), Landon (13)

Occupation:  Forester at Regions Bank

A fifth-generation Mississippian, I grew up in southeast Lauderdale County in a 

community called Whynot where I attended Bethany Baptist Church. It was at 

this small church that I accepted Christ a month before my 13th birthday.

While in college at Mississippi State, I met Nicole. We dated three years and 

were married in 1995.

After graduating Mississippi State with a BS in Forestry, an MS in Forestry Eco-

nomics, and an MBA, I moved to North Carolina where I worked for Champion 

International buying timber for their paper mill from 1995-1996. I then returned 

to Mississippi and worked for the Molpus Woodlands Group in Philadelphia 

managing timberland for their clients from 1996-1999. An opening for a forest-

er in the Natural Resources Department at AmSouth Bank (now Regions) in 

Jackson became available late in 1999, and we moved to Clinton. I’ve been with 

Regions Bank now for 21 years.

Over the years I’ve served in the churches we have attended as usher, Sunday 

School teacher, and youth assistant. While at First Baptist Church in Clinton, 

I was ordained as a deacon in 2009. Today I am involved with the Boy Scout 

ministry at First Baptist Church of Jackson where I serve as Fox Patrol advisor 

for the beginner scouts at Troop 8. All three of my sons have been involved 

with Troop 8 with my oldest son receiving the rank of Eagle in 2018. My two 

other sons are still involved with Troop 8 as Tenderfoot and 1st Class scouts.

My outlook is that each and every day is an opportunity for Christian growth 

and personal witness. Circumstances and events affect us, and how we re-

spond is a reflection of our maturity and walk with God. Our lives are a witness 

to those around us. It can reinforce our convictions to others or highlight our 

weaknesses. I also believe that true worship is a deeply personal relationship 

with God. Corporate worship is about coming together as a Christian family to 

strengthen each individual. Church should be reverent to God and relevant to 

the believer. 

PREVIOUSLY ORDAINED DEACONS

KEN BOOKER



KEN MAGEE
Wife:  Lisa Scott Magee

Children:  Scott Magee and daughter in law Holly

Grandchildren: Madelyn and Olivia Magee

Occupation:  Operations Manager, Spooner Petroleum Company

I was born and raised in Columbia, by Christian parents. We were members 

of First Baptist Church in Columbia. I accepted Christ as my Lord and Savior 

at age nine and was baptized at First Baptist in Columbia. After high school, I 

attended Mississippi State University and earned a BS in Mechanical Engineer-

ing in 1974. After college, I went to work for Amoco Production Company in 

Lafayette, Louisiana, and was later transferred to New Orleans. After two and a 

half years in New Orleans, I moved to Jackson with another oil company. I have 

been Operations Manager for Spooner Petroleum for the past 30 years.

I met my wife, Lisa, while she was working at Deposit Guaranty National Bank 

in Jackson. We dated long distance before getting married in 1978 while I was 

working in New Orleans. In 1979 we moved to Jackson. We joined Woodland 

Hills Baptist Church where Lisa grew up and her parents were members. We 

were active in Sunday School and I was ordained at Woodland Hills. We joined 

First Baptist in 1993 and are active members of the Adcock/Brister Sunday 

School class. I was one of the Assistant Scout Masters for Troop 8 for a 

number of years and served on the Scout Committee. I am honored to be 

asked to serve as a Deacon and pray that God will guide me to serve well.

Wife:  Linda

Children:  Christy Emerson, Bonnie Snellgrove, and five grandchildren

Occupation:  Retired from Jackson Public Schools and 4Wall Entertainment  

 Lighting

I was born and raised in south Jackson. My family attended Alta Woods Bap-

tist Church where I surrendered my life to Christ at the age of nine. When I 

was about 14 years old, I began doing sound and lighting for the church. I was 

active in the youth program, going on several mission trips. This is also where I 

met my future wife, Linda Pevey. After I graduated from Mississippi College, we 

were married and continued to serve at Alta Woods, teaching Church Training, 

directing Sunday School, and working with the church drama and musical pre-

sentations. I was ordained as a deacon at Alta Woods Baptist at the age of 35.

In October of 1985, I was asked to assist with lighting for Carols by Candlelight.  

Following participation in this event, we visited other ministry opportunities of 

the church and felt led to make First Baptist Jackson our church home. I have 

been serving in the media ministry since that time. I have been blessed with 

many meaningful experiences over the years through working with the dedicat-

ed media team and choir, the awesome Little Feet team, and the encouraging 

and challenging men in my small group. My family and I have grown closer to 

God through the opportunities for service in this body of Christ, whose heart is 

teaching the Truth of God’s Word.

RUSTY SCAFIDEL


